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GENEOLOGICAL SOCIETIES

OF THE
LONG VALLEY, MORRIS COUNTY, N.J.

MEETS THE LAST SATURDAY IN JULY
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THlE PUBLICATION IS FOR DESCENDANTS OF SAMUEL SCHWACHHAMMER {EwncHHAuEH} WHO
41730, SETTLED IN MEw JERSEY IN THE LONG VALLEY AND OF PHILIP Du FORD {DurForo )
N L

: o BETTLED THERE IN 1738, ¥E HOPE THESE PAGES WILL BE OF INTEREST.

H -

:ﬂﬂJﬂRIE DuFrFORD LOGAN «.s.+ PRESIDENT ELizA DUFFORD HARRIMAMN ,... SEC'Y-TREAS.
E'lp'ERET-I Eﬁlgf_‘.‘r{H.ﬂ.MEﬁ‘ CRC R T HEETﬂﬁI.I:LH H[LT{IN EHEGHHAHEH e EDITH’H’

GEORGE STEFHEN DuUFFeoRD .. FOUNDER
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HISTORIC —CHURCH_SWEPT BY FIRE
AT _LONG VALLEY;
ALL BUT WALLS DESTROYED

OAMAGE IN BUILDING USED BY FRESBYTERIANS SINCE 1832 ESTIMATED AT UP TO #30,000
VALUABLE STAINED GLASS EINDOWS LOST

HisTORIC Long VALLEY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH ON THE MIDDLE VALLEY=CALIFON ROAD
ABOUT 81X MILES SCUTHEAST OF HACKETTSTOWN WAS DESTROYED BY FIRE. ONLY THE FOUR
STONE WALLS OF THE 122 YEAR OLD BUILDING REMAINED STANDING. FIREMAN FROM FIVE
COMPANIES FOUGHT THE BLAZE FOR ABOUT FOUR HOURS.

I'T WAS THE FIRET MAJOR FIRE IN THE HISTORY OF THE BUILDING. THE CHUBCH WAS
ERECTED IN 1832 AFTER A FIRE LEVELED THE 0LD GERMAN VALLEY PRESEYTERIAN CHURCH ON

THE SAME SI1TEa

A FOUR MONTH PROJECT OF REDECORATING THE GCHURCH WAS COMPLETED IN Decemecr 1952,
MRS, VERNIE HOFFMAN OF LONG VALLEY, A MEMBER OF THE CONGREGATION FOR 42 YEARS SAlD
5TAINED GLASS WINDOWS MADE N CZECHOSLOVAKIA AND INSTALLED [N THE CHURCH IN 1832
WERE AMONG THE MOST PRIZED MATERIAL LOSS IN THE FIRE.

T WAS.REPORTED BY OTHER MEMBERS OF THE CONGREGATION THAT THE CHURCH OFFICERS
RECENTLY HAD RECEIVED AN OFFER OF $EJUDG FOR THE WINDOWS. ALSDO DESTROYED IN ADD=-
ITION TO THE CHURCH FURNITURE WAS A PIPE ORGAN PLACED [N THE CHURGH ABOUT 40 YEARS
AGD AND A CHANDELIER MORE THAN 100 YEARS OLD WHICH RECENTLY WAS CONVERTED FROM
ILLUMINATION BY KEROSENE TO ELECTRIC LIGHTS. '

FIREMAN ESTIMATED THE DAMAGE AT BETWEEN $35,000 anp $50,000 BUT EMPHAS | ZED
THAT AN ACCURATE FIGURE COULD NOT BE ARRIVED AT BECAUSE OF THE VALUE OF OLD FURN-
ISHINGS AND ARTICLES IN THE CHURCH.,

THE FIRE WAS DISCOVERED ARQUND 1:30 0'cLGCK BY 5GTe JOHN TURNER AND TROOPER
THOMAS BaRNA oF THE STATE POLICE STATION AT NETCONG. THE TROOPERS WERE PATROLL=
ING IN THE AREA. THEY NOTIF{ED LONG VALLEY FIRE LOs, FIRE COMPANIES FROM SCHOOL-
Ev's MQUNTAIHJ HACKETTSTOWN, FAIRMOUNT AND CHESTER RESPONDED TO A GALL FOR ASEIST=
ANCE. THE STATE POLICEMEN SAID THEY SPOTTED FLAMES AT THE MAIN DOCR AND A FRONT
WiNDOW OF THE CHURCH BUT WITHIN TWENTY MINUTES FLAMES WERE VISIBLE oN THE ROOF AND
AT SIDE WinNDOWS.

RAGING

T LEAND-

iE

MEMBERS oF THE LONG VALLEY FIRE Eﬂ.} REPORTEDR THE FLAMES WERE OUT OF CONTROL
5
1ORTLY AFTER THEY WENT INTO ACTION, THEY SAID THE INTERIOR WAS A RAGING INFERNO

Ay
="M THE FLAMES APPEARED TO LICK FRON ALL PARTS OF THE BUILDING AT ONCE. THE FLAT-

ToPpg

o PED BELL Towem arT THE FRONT OF THE BUILDING CRASHED THROUGH THE CHURCH ROOF _

B?QHTL? AFTER THE FIRST FIRE COMPANY BEGAN FIGHTING THE FLAMES. |T WAS THEORIZED ;
"IREMEN THAT THE FIRE ORIGINATED IN THE O1L BURNER WHICH WAS LOGATED IN THE ]

(2)
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SiX PIECES OF APPARATUS WERE USED TO PUMP WATER FROM THE NEARBY SoOUTH BRANCH
ar THE RARITAN RIVER, FLYING EMBERS IGNITED & NEARBY TREE AND THREATENED Long
VALLEY INN AND THE BARNS OF STANLEY 5. ANDREWS, LONG VALLEY FIRE CHIEF. THE
FIREMAN TRAINED THEIR HOSES ON THE NEARBY BUILDINGS TO PREVENT SPREAD ON THE FLAMES,

THE AUXILIARY OF THE LONG VALLEY FIRE CO., SERVED HOT COFFEE TO FIREMAN,

THE CHURCH CONGREGATION NUMBERING ABOUT 100 PERSONS AND A LIKE NUMBER OF MEMBERS
AF THE SUNDAY BCHOCL HELD SERVICES FOR FOUR MONTHS IN THE Long VALLEY MunicIPaL
BUILDING WHILE THE CHURCH WAS BEING RENOVATED AND REDOCORATED, MEMBERS 841D, THEY
RETURNED T2 THE REFURBISHED BUILDING IN DECEMBER oOF 1952, THE PROJECT INCLUDED
DIGEING A BASEMENT, ADDING NEW LIGHTS y, REPAIRING BROKEN BEAMS IN THE CEILING OF THE
MAIN AUDITORIUM AND PAINTING, THE NEW BASEMENT WAS FUT To USE AS A SUNDAY SCHOOL,.

THE REV. HARRY H. HUBBELL, THE PASTOR CAME TO THE CHURCH LAST MAY FROW
MANASQUAN, N.J, AL

FROM: "THE EAsTON ExPrREsg ™

L B I et

HOBERT SWACKHAMER OF 47 BERGEM STREET, DoveER, N.J., REMINDS US THAT WHEN THE
SWACKHAMER GROUP WERE MEETING SEPERATELY THEY ALTERNATED FOR SEVERAL YEARS BETWEEN
THE LUTHERAN CHURCH AND THE ONME THAT BURNED DOWN. HE ALSO SAYS THAT FRANK SWACK=
HAMER'S FATHER WAS A FAITHFUL WORKER THERE IN HIS YOUNGER DAYS,

R AW s R W

WE NEED MORE CONTRIBUTORS TO THIS BULLETIN S0 THAT OUR NEWS CAN COVER MORE

TERRITORY . MOST OF OUR READERS WiILL HAVE TO TAKE THIsS RESPONIBILITY MORE SERIODUSLY
IF THEY WISH TO CONTINUE THIS PROJECT.

LR I

ELIZA HARRIMAN IS5 ONE WHO HAS NOT BEEN LYING DOWN ON THE JOB, HER CONTRIBUTI ON

FoLLOWS, AND BY THE WAY ELIZA 15 THE MEMBER WHO WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR DONATING THE
CHURCH WINDOW,

By EL1ZA HARRIMANE= OQUR LAST REUNION, HELD JuLy 25, 1953 AT THE Z10ON LUTHERAN
CHURCH IN Lone UALLE?, H.J., WAS ATTENPEDP BY BS MEMBERS 0OF BOTH FAMILIES AND FRIENDS o
‘T WAS A DELIGHTFUL DAY AND WE WERE ABLE TO HOLD OUR MEETING aUT af DOORS .

THE SUBJECT OF 4 PROJEGT UPON WHICH WE COULD WORK AS A GROUP WAS BROUGHT up
BY OUR PRESIDENT, THOUGHT TO BE A GOOD IDEA AND TWO WERE PROPOSED,

14 THAT A GENEALOG|CAL RECORD OF THE SWACKHAMER FAMILY BE COMPILED., MR,
EVERETT SWACKHANER WAS ABKED TO TAKE THIS N HAMD g

2s THAT BOMETH NG MIGHT BE DONE TO HELP DRe C. SHARP TRIMMER IN HIS HOSPITAL
WORK IN FAKISTAN,

THESE WERE TO BE MORE WIDELY PRESENTED IN THE BULLETIN. Your PRESIDENT wouLD

BE INTERESTED IN YOUR REACTION ToO TH;E_PHHPDEﬂL, AND ANY IDEAS YOU MAY HAVE ON
GTHER PROJECTS.,

THE REACTION Tn oum BULLETINS HAS BEEN HEARTWARMING AND AFTER THE MEETING
TREASURER AGCERTED NONATIONS FOR THIS WORK FROM:
MRSs ELIZABETH CRATER 10400 MRs ALDEN WERT $5.00
MR« WILSON HoPKINS 35,00

LATER Miss HESS SEWARD AND MRS e CHESTER FRe SWACKHMAMER SENT US 35,00, WE THANK THEM
ALL,

¥ OUR

o THE REV. CHas, §. SCHMIDLING, PASTOR OF THE CHURCH WELGOMED US AND SPOKE OF THE

REPA IRg NEEDED TO THE WINDOWS oF THE CHURCH AFTER A DAMAGING STORM, HE spPoke
EﬂPEtlnLLv OF THE ROUND WINDOW IN THE FRONT, WHICH HE HOPED WOULD BE DONATED AS A

: ?EHPHIAL. WE ARE HAPPY TO REPORT THAT UNE OF THE MEMBERS OF OQUR GROUP TOOK CARE OF
'ﬂ,h'"THE WINDOW I8 IN PLACE AND DEDICATED. i
T [3} ?Lﬁ+#r 355'4
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_31!EHE UNABLE Tn ATTEND 4
T
“.ﬁ“ SEVERAL CALLED LATER AT HIS HOME AND PRESENTED HIM WITH A FINE RECLINING CHAIR

QUR SPEAKER OF THE AFTERNOON WAS A MEMBER OF THE FABILY, MR. HOMER WEIDER,

ﬂhgﬁjmclPLE OF TWO SCHOOLS IN PLAINFIELD, AND REFEREE OF THE JUVENILE COURT OF PLA IN=

FlELDe HE GAVE US SOME IDEAS ON THE SUBJECT OF JUVENILE DELINQUENCY.
WE ARE ALSO HAPPY TO REPORT THAT BOTH MRe C. C. DUFFOBD AND WMRe Gs Bs WERTS

HAVE RECOVERED FROM CORONARY ATTACKS,

=

DR« & MRS« RAY DUFFORD oOF E'.rAnsu:LLEJ IND,, VISITED THEIR DAUGHTER AND SON=IN=
LAW MRe & MRS. JAMES M. LosAN oF FoRmReEsT HiILLS, N« Y. ANOTHER DAUGHTER, CATHERINE,
wHO I8 STUDYING AT THE EASTMAN SCHOOL oF Music In HGGHEETEH, Ma¥s MET THEM THERES.
Mg HAD A DELIGHTFUL VISIT WITH THEM AT THE HOME oF MRs & MRS, E. J. BLANK, OF
ALLwooD, N.J. MRSy BLANK AND HER SISTER, MISs BESS SEWARD ARE COUSINS OF PR.
DUFFORD WHO HE HAD NOT SEEN SINCE CHILOHOOD. THE BULLETIN AND THE HEUNION BROUGHT
THEM TOGETHERs MR DUFFORD 15 HEAD OF THE PHYSICS DEPT., OF EVANSVILLE COLLEGE,
HILE ME WAS TEACHING AT MARSHALL, MO., HE MET REV, CECIL SHACKHAMER, AND FROM THE
FACT THAT THE NAME SWACKHAMER WAS MENTIONED IN AN OLD DUFFORD RECOBD THEY CONCLUDED
THEY MIGHT BE RELATIVES. THEY ARE BOTH INTERESTED [N THE REUNION AND THE GEMNEALOGY
oF THE TWO FAMILIESs DRe DUFFORD HAS A HECORD OF HIS FAMILY AFTER THEY MOVED WEST
AND 15 GOING TO SBEND IT ON FOR CUR RECCRDS.

SINCE OUR VISIT WITH DR, DUFFGHQ: MRe & MRS, LOGAN HAVE BECOME THE FROUR
PARENTS OF MICHAEL J. LOGAN, BORN SEPT. 28, 1853,

ANOTHER ADDITION TO THE FAMILY |5 HusH Evam HAHH&MAN, WHD ARRIVED AT THE HOME
oF CYRUS AND BEE HARRIMAN, WooDSTOCK, Ne¥e, ON AvsusT 9, 1953,

RICHARD Logam, SON OF youa PRES IDENT, WAS MARRIED ON SEPT. 12, 1953 10 Miss
VIVIAN SCHILHA. THEY ARE RESIDING AT 1529 FRONT 5Te, 5COTCH PLAINS, N.J.

DRe CHESTER R. 5WAGEHAMEH, oF GLGBE; Aﬂlz.J WAS CONFINED TO THE HOSPITAL AT
PHOENIX FOR SEVERAL WEEKS WITH A HEART CONDITION FOLLOWED BY AN OPERATIONG. AT
CHRISTMAS WE HEARD THAT HE MAS ALMOST COMPLETELY RECOVERED. ALBO THAT THEIR SON
Jfs BILL HAS BROUGHT HIS FAMILY BACK Toa GLOBE WHERE HE 15 TAKING UPR PRACTICE .

MRS« RUTH JOHNSON RETURNED FROM AN EXTENDED TRIP THROUGH EFURSPE A FEW WEEKS
AGD WHICH SHE ENJOYED THOROUGHLYe GHE VISITED I TALY, WHERE SHE SAI1D THE FOOD WAS
WONDERFUL AND THE PEOPLE MOST FRIENDLY. THIS WAS TRUE ALSO OF HOLLAND AND WEST
CERMANY. 5SHE SAYS IT IS AMAZING HOW WONDERFULLY WEST GERMANY HAS COME BACK, BSHE
FOUND FOOD ON FRAMCE TYPIGALLY FRENCH AND VERY GOOD; PEOPLE FRIENDLY EXCEPT IN
PARIS WHERE THERE WAS A GENERAL FEELING OF "Go MOME, AMERICANS!™ WHICH SHE ATTRIBUTED
TO THE COMMUNISTIC INFLUENCE IN THAT CITYa. EnNGLAND, OF COURSE, I8 FULL OF BUCH OLD
HISTORIC LANDMARKS. THERE DID NOT SEEM TO BE TOO MUCH WARMTH IN THE ATTITUDE OF
THE PEOPLE AND THE FOOD FLENTIFUL, BUT mOT TOOD GOODe AMERICA IS5 STILL THE BEST.

MRa & MRE, JACK NELSON HAVE PURCHASED AND ARE OCCUPYING THEIR MEW HOME IN
UN]DEJ Neds

L S B B B

Diana, THE DAUGHTER oOF YOUR EDITOR AND HER HUSBAND, PETER THATGHER ARE NOW
MAKING THEIR HOME IN ROANOKE, VAs PETER WENT DOWN THERE THE FIRST oOF THE YEAR ToO
TAKE OVER A TERRITORY AS SALESMAN FOR THE LEE OVERALL COMPANY AND DIANA FLEW DOowWN
TO JOIN HIM A4 MONTH LATER AFTER A NICE VISIYT WITH HER PARENTS. |

AR AR AR

FLL HEALTH HAS JUST RECENTLY MADE IT NECESSARY FOR Frank DUFFORD TO RESIGN a5
A DIRECTOR oF THe HUNTERDOM COUNTY TAUST CO. ROBERT A. BODINE WAS ELECTED To
SUcceep HIMy A DINNER wAS HELD AT THE CALIFON METHODIST PARISH HOUSE AT WHIGH MR,
DUFForn Ay HIS WIFE WERE TO BE GUESTS OF HONDS BUT ON ACCOUNT OF HIS HEALTH THEY
NINETEEN ©F THE DIRECTORS , OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES ATTENDED

B X J
jIH*UTTUMAN AND Mas, DUFFQHD WITH A BOUQUET OF FLOWERS ..

{4} "r.v.J"r.-'1+-'l'--"' -rﬁlg'--{-'r




WE UNDERSTAND THAT SINCE MRS, HARSIMAN SENT IN HER NEWS [TEMS MrR., G. B.

WERTS
HAS HAD TO RETURN T0O THE HOSPITALe. AT THIS DATE WE HAVEN'T HEARD WHAT HIS CONDIT!ON
5=
kA EE W E
'J' THE FOLLOWING LETTER WAS WRITTEN LAST MARCH 26TH AND WE INTENDED PUTTING IT IN
; 7HE LAST "BULLETIN"., GSOMEWAY IT WAS LEFT 0UT. HERE 1T |& NOW,.
ol -
hEgR MILTON:
1 THANKS FOR THE FASCINATING SWACKHAMER=DUFFORD BULLETIN WHICH You AND
1 WARJORIE MUST HAVE GOTTEN UPe IT MUST HAVE TAKEN A LOT OF TIME OUT OF OFFICE HOURS,

] WE HAVE NOY BEEN ABLE TO ATTEND A REUNION LATELY BUT WILL BURELY MAKE

}' AN EFFORT THIS YEAR. |T HAS BEEN NEARLY FIFTY YEARS 5INCE | LEFT MIDDLE VALLEY AND

| HAVE BEEN BAGK ONLY FOR VISITS SINCEs HOWEVER | REMEMBER AUNT SUSAN SWRCKHAMER
DUFFORD S0 WELLs SHE WAS THE SWEETEST AND MOST BELOVED LADY IN THE VALLEY AND LIVED
i T0 A RIFE OLD AGE. 1 GAN STILL SEE HER AND MY UNCLE ELIJAH ON THEI WAY TO CHUREH

i AS THEY DROVE PAST OUR HOUSE TO LoNG VALLEY LUTHERAN. THEY MUST HAVE BEEN IN THEIR

> SEVENMTIES EVEN IN THOSE DAYS. THEY WERE THE GHANDPARENTS OF MARJORIE DUFFORD LoGan,
I
: oUR PAESIDENT.

SINGERELY
Payson DUFFORD,

e

LR I R B B O B O

YRS, MABEL APGAR OF GALIFDNJ MNado, SENDS US THE FOLLOWING NEWS 2=
RUTH E. TRIMMER, PAUGHTER OF DR. & MRS. C. SHARE TRIMMER OF LAMORE, PARKISTAN BECAME
ENGAGED AT CHRISTMAS TO RALEIGH SPINKS oF CHICAGE, ILLs AT PRESENT THEY ARQE ATTEND=
ING THE UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA. THE WEDDING DATE I8 Jumne 16, 1954,

S

e

KRs. MaRy TRIMMER OF CaLiFown, Nedo, OME OF CUR oOLDEST MEMBERS, 596 YEARS 0OLD IS EN-
! JOYING GOOD HEALTH AT THIS SEASON.

(¥RS. APGAR ALS0 SENT A CLIPPING ABOUT THE CHURCH FIREs. THANKS S0 MUCH, )

LR L I T O

ROBERT SWACKHAMESR AND WIFE, FLORENCE EXPECT TO LEAVE ON FEBRUARY 19TH FOR &
i MONTH'S VAGATION IN FLORIDA. HOBERT SAYS ELIZABETH CrRATER (MrS. GEORGE F.) HAS BEEN
SPENDING A MONTH AT YINTESR FARHJ FLorRIDA.

ll-ilqni--l-q-ti-t---i

SORRY THAT WE HAVEN'T HEARD ANYTHING FURTHER FROM Mas, M.

Fa SWACKHAMER oF 79
PARKVIEW HiLLs CRESCENT, TOTonTo, ONTARIO.

WE WOULD APPRECIATE HEARING FROM THZM.

LA R N R LR N E N TR

AT QUR LAST MEETING IN LONG VALLEY LAST JULY YOUR EDITOR HAD QUITE A TALK wITH

- ELLA De Brown oF 30 FrROSPECT §71., MﬂnnisanN, Nedoy, BHE IS CONNECTED WITH THE COUNTY

] SOVERNMENT THERE AwnD SFOKE ABOUT THE POSSIBILITY OF GETTING 5O0ME GENOLCGICAL INFOR- |
MATION WHICH MIGHT e oF SOME INTEREST TO READERS OF THIS BULLETIN. MES, Boowy
CONTACTED us LAST OCTORER ABOUT A BOOK CALLED "S5LOCUM FAMILY™ WHICH IS IN THE STATE

m.uLlaﬁaqy IN TRENTON, 0 DATE WE HAVE NOT GAOTTEN TO THE TASK BUT WILL ENDEAVOR T0O
HAVE A REPORT FoOR THE SUMMER 1SSUE. MARs. BROWN SAYS,"THE NAMES |'w PARTICULARLY
INTERES TED TO FEND OUT ABOUT ARE AMANDA AND WILLIAW EwnctHRMMEH, PRESUMABLY ON PAGE
152 4y ABOVE BOOK oF GENEOLOGY".

3 . MRs. Brown aLsn MENTIONED A MATTHIAS AND CARRIE SWACKHAMER LIVING AT 10
g - » MoRRIs PLaIng

L e

ACADEMY
3 Neds FPERHAPS WE COULD PERSUADE THEM TO ATTEND OUR NEXT REUN1ON,
! ALSO MENTIONS THAT IN THE INDEX To VOLUMES IN THE MORRISTOWN LIBRARY SHE HAS
-ACRo

5 <5 88 THE Names DuFeis, DUFOUR, DUFUR AND DUFDSSETe THESE NAMES ALONG WITH
e

COME

JUuFForD .
HAVE g COMMON ORIGIN.

5 ) .
(5) wWiater 1954




MILTON AND DIAME SWACKHAMER OF TREMTnn, N.J., ARE PLANNING A SPRING FLORIDA
THEY WILL MOTOR THERE BY WAY OF ROANOKE, VA., IN ORDER TO VISIT WITH THEIR

THEF=

DAUGHTER 4 D1anNA THATCHER
[ Short [3i h
i A LASS AND A LADDIE OUT WALKING ONE DAY

PIcKED & LEAF FROM A GREAT STURDY TREE,
§HERE OCTOBER HAD PAINTED IN GORGEOUS DISPLAY

4 MASTERPIECE WONDROUS TO SEEs

ggown FAIRYLIKE LINES FROM THE STEM FOUND THEIR WAY
To 175 EDGE, THROUGH A COLOR=5PLASHED FIELD,

: iTs OUTLINE SERRATED TO HELP THE ARRAY

] oF BEAUTY DAME NATURE WOULD YIELD.

THROUGH THE EYES OF AN ARTIST THE LAD PLAINLY SAW

TS SHADES, SOFTLY BLENDED YET 8OLD,

THAT VARIED FROM CREAM OR A LIGHT COLORED S5TRAW,

TO A CARMINE RELIEVED BY A GOLD,.

HE POINTED THESE OUT TO THE LASS BY HIS 5I1DE,

AS ITS BEAUTY APPEALED TO HIS ScuL,

BUT HE STOPPED DEEPLY SHOCKED WHEN THE LASSIE REPLIED
OH, DEAR, WHAT AN UGLY WORM HOLE.

THIS SMALL IMPERFECTION WAS ALL THAT SHE SAw,

. UNNOTED THE BEAUTY, OUTSTANDING THE FLAW,
AND THUS WE'RE REMINDED, IN RUNMING LIFE'S RraCE,
WE SHALL FIND MUCH OF BEAUTY EVERYWHERE, ANY PLACE.
IF WE LOOK FOR THE BEST, "OFTEN TIMES UNDERNEATH,"
WE SHALL FIND IT, INSTEAD OF A HOLE IN THE LEAF.

t THE ABOVE 15 FrRom YA PEEP AT OTHER PEOPLE", WHICH 15 A BOCK OF POEMS PUBLISHED
BY GEORGE §5. DUFFORD, COPYRIGHT 192B, AND IF EVER A POEM PAINTED A PICTURE OF ITS
; WRITER THIS ONE DOES. GEORGE DUFFORD NEVER LOOKED FOR THE HOLE IN THE LEAF. LIFF
WAS NOT TO BE WASTED THAT WAYs HE LIKED TO LOCK FOR THE BEST IN THOSE ABOUT HIM AND
MAINTAINED AN ACTIVE INTEREST IN EVERYTHING GOING ONe A5 A MATTER OF FACT I!F IT HAD
NOT BEEN FOR ONE OF HIS INTERESTS WE WOULD NOT HAVE HAD EITHER THE DUFFORD OR SWACK=
HAMER ANNUAL REUNIONS, [T WAS BACK IN 1926 THAT HE ORGANIZED THE DUFFORD REUNION
UHICH HAS CONTINUED TO MEET THROUGH THE YEARS AND IN 1941 HE ORGANIZED THE SWACK=

HAMER REUNIONe UVE CAN WELL REMEMBER BEING ASKED IN THE SPRING OF THAT YEAR IF VE
WOULD BE INTERESTED IN SUCH A PROJECTs+ AND WE HAVE BEFORE US AT THIS MOMENT CUR OWN
COPY OF THE FIRST LETTER HE SENT OUT. HE HAD FORMED A COMMITTEE AND WAS ACTING AS

i THE SECRETARY. "HOW MANY OF YOU", HE ASKED IN THE LETTER," KNOW THE NAME OF THE
FIRST SCHWACKHAMER TO SETTLE IN THE Lowne VALLEY, N.Ja HOW MANY KNOW THAT TODAY HE
SLEEPS IN AN UNMARKED GRAVE".

WELL ALL THAT |8 CHANGED NOW FOR AS A DIRECT HESULT OF HIS8 EFFORTS A SIMPLE
TOMBSTONE was PLACED AT THE GRAVE IN 15942, AND IT GEEMS NOW EXCEPTIONALLY FITTING
AND PROPER THAT THE COMBINED SWACKHAMER ANC DUFFORD GENEOLOGICAL SOCIETIES SHOULD DO
THEIR BEST To HONOR, IN THIS ISSUE BOTH DUFFORD AND SWACKHAMER.,

LET US LOCK FOR A MOMENT AT THE GENECLOGIGAL BACKGROUND OF THIS REMARKABLE MAN ,
MO WAS POET, HWISTORIAN, WAITER OF SPECIAL ARTICLES AND SPEAKER=MUS|CIAN AND MINSTREL
MAN, HUNTER OF NO MEAN ABILITY, EXPERT WITH THE PAINT BRUSH, TELEGRAPHER AND ONCE A
"EPUTY SHERIFF oF Mesa COUNTY, COLORADAL

Y

(&)
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His FATHER WAS ELIJAH, HIS GRANDFATHER, GEORGE, AND HIS GREAT=GRANDFATHER WAS
CEORGE STEPHEN, A SON OF JACOB AND HIS DELAWARE INDIAN WIFE«. JACOB WAS A SON OF
puiL1P Du FORD (DUFFORD) WHO LANDED AT PHILADELPHIA FROM THE SHIP ROBERT AND OLIVER
on SEPTEMBER 11, 1738 AND AFTER TAKING THE OATH OF ALLEGIANGE TO THE ENGLISH King
coLLOWED THE DELAWARE UP To THE MuscAmETcuuﬂ,_UP THAT T0 AN oLD InNp1aN TRAIL (aABOUT
WHERE THE BRIDGE NOW SPANS THE RIVER NORTH EAST OF HACKETTSTOWN ) AND THENGE OVER
scHooLEY'S MOUNTAIN TO THE LONG VALLEY, IN THIS VALLEY WAS ALREADY (SINCE 1730) The
SWACKHAMER TRIBE (SCHWACHHAMMER). SAMUEL, THE PIONEER HAD AMONG M1S MANY P
a son JOHN (JOHANNES ) WHO WAS THE FATHER OF JACOB WHO HAD PHILIF WHOSE DAUGHTER SuUsAaN
wAS THE MOTHER OF OUR GEORGE DUFFORD. 50 YOU CAN SEE THAT HE UAS OF THE &1XTH
GENERATION FROM EACH OF THOSE PlONEERS.

GECRGE WAS BORN ON JULyY 31, 1864 In THE OLD HOUSE ON THE WIDDLE VALLEY FASM]
He WAS TWICE MARRIED, HIS FIRST WIFE HAVING DIED., HIS SECOND WIFE, (HATTIE SwacK=
ququ STILL ENJOYS THE MOST EXCELLENT HEALTH AND RESIDES AT 675 WEST FrRONT ETEEETJ
PLAINFIELD, N.dJ. HE HAD THREE ﬂﬂUGHTERE, MARJORIE LDGANJ OUR PRESIDENT AND ELIZA
HARR IMAN, OUR SECRETARY=TREASURER ARE TWO AND THE OTHER IS5 DELIAHJ WIFE oF UESLY
WoRpengy HE DIED AUGUST EE? 1945, GEORGE CAME FROM A FAMILY OF BIG MEN BUT HE WAS
sMALL IN STATURE HIMSELFs HE OFTEN REMARKED "1 WAS THE RUNT OF THE FAMILY"™, BEuUT
HE MADE UP FOR 1T IN HEART. EARLY IN LIFE HE DECIDED NOT TO BE A FARMER 50 HE LEAARN=
ED TELEGRAPHY.

In 1886 HE OBTAINED HIS FIAST JOB WITH THE N J CENTRAL RAILROAD A5 TELEGHAPH
OPERATOR AT CHESTER, Nade, AT $33.00 PER MONTH. THE TITLE CARRIED THESE DUTIES
WHICH HE HAS ENUMERATED, "BESIDES DOING THE OPERATING | WAY¥BILLED ALL OUTGOING
FREIGHT, CHECKED AND STORED FREIGHT RECEIVED, SOLD TICKETS, MADE QUT TICKET AND
FREIGHT REFORTS, SWEPT THE WHOLE SHE=BANG AND KEPT THE KEROSENE LAMPS IN ORDER. MY
GCHEDULE WAS FROM &6 AM To 7 FM IF EVERYTHING WENT ACCORDING TO SCHEDULE === |T
FREQUENTLY MISCARRIED." I'T IS OF INTEREST TO NOTE THAT AT THAT TIME THE I|HON MINES
IN THAT DISTRICT WERE REALLY ACTIVE FOR HE NOTES THAT HIS STATION HAD A STANDING
ORDER FOR 35 GONDOLAS PER DAY TO SHIP THE MINED OREe FOR RELAXATION HE PLAYED THE
CORNET IN THE LonG VALLEY BanD, ONE WONDERS , THAT HE HAD ANY WIND LEFT AFTER THE
DAYS WORK HE HAS OUTLINED. UNDOUBTEDLY, IT WAS HIS LOVE FOR MUS|C FOR, THRU THE
YEARS , HE BECAME A VERY VERSATILE MUSICIAN,. IN LATER YEARS HE ORGANIZED AND CON-
DUCTED THE DUTCH ARMS 4 THE ELHE, THE INTERNATIONAL AND THE SPICER COMPANY BANDS OF
PLAINFIELD. HE wAS ALSO A BANJOIST AND MUCH IN.  DEMAND AS AN END MAN FOR THE VALLEY
MINSTREL SHOWS,. IN HIS LATE YEARS HE WAS PIANIST FOR-PLAINFIELD'S OLD GUARD,

HiS PUBLISHED RECOLLECTIONS OF WHEN HE USED To "sLINGY MORSE WITH INVENTOR
THoMAs A, ECISON ARE WELL KNOWN TO PLAINFIELDERS AS THEY WERE PART OF HIS WRITINGS

.FUBLISHED EXTENSIVELY IN THE: COURJER NEWS. ONE OF HIS PRIZED POSSESS|ONS WAS A

LETTER FROM CHARLES Enlﬁcﬂ, THEN SECRETARY OF THE NAVY, TELLING HIM OF THE THINGS HE

REMEMBERED IN ONE OF HIS ARTICLES AND ADDING "1 AM GLAD TO HAVE IT FOR MY COLLECTI|ON
OF EDIsonNIa, ™

HE FIRST MET EDIsON WHILE TOMERMAN FOR THE PENNSYLVANIA RAILROAD AT MENLG PARK
WHERE EDl50N DEVELOPED THE HABIT OF STOPPING AN MOUR OR 80 FOR AN EVENING TO LEARN
THE NEWS GolIne ovER THE WIRESe OWING TO HIS DEAFNESS, EDISON DID NOT GET THE MESS-—
“GES BY SOUND BUT BY PLACING HIS FINGERS ON THE RELAY POSTS AND RECEIVING THE
MESSAGES as |7 PASSED UP HIS AfRMS. HE WAS TO HAVE MUCH CONTAGT WiTH EDIsScN LATER
WHEN HE was MANAGER OF THE TELEGRAPH OFF ICE AT NOLAN'S POINT, Lake HGFATCGNEJ AND
THE INVENTOR was MINING ORE BY ELECTRICITY AT UGDEN, LATER NAMED EDISON. & PRIVATE
YELEGRAPH WIRE CoOMNECTED THE TWO POINTS, :

4

T
ANOTHER INVENTOR, WILLIS CARRIER, A PIONEER IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF AIR COND|TION=

In
EVERY Towy

PLace
MipoLe

IN THE COUNTRYs THEY HUNTED TOGETHER EACH YEAR, SBOMETIMES AT CARRIER's
IN Canaoa rFor DEER, AT OTHERS IN PENNSYLVANIA FOR GROUSE AND ALS® ON THE
VALLEY FARM WHERE PHEASANT SHOOTING WAS ONCE GOOD.

(7)

=t
L
" o

|I"J"“"~"“'" j




1;% 7AUGHT MRe CARRIER TO SHOOT BIRDS AND IN THE EARLY DAYS [T WAS A PLEASURE To
HEAR THEM DISCUSS THE SHOTS MISSED BY MA. CARRIER, FOR HE WAS A MATHEMATICAL WIZARD
A-:";U TRIED TO SHOOT ON A MATHEMATICAL BAS 5. ONE DAY HE MISSED A SHOT IN AN OPEN
FIlELD AND TURNING, SAlD RUEFULLY, "Now EEQHGE, YOU SAID A BIRD LIKE THAT FLIES S0

" WMAMY FEET PER SECONDs HERE | Was ON A 40% ANGLE AND IF | LED HMIM BY S50 MANY FEET,
gusT wHY DIDN'T | GET HIMZ?Y To WHICH GEORGE REPLIED, "IF, LIKE | KEEP SAYING, YOU
woULD QUIT FIGURING THE TIME OF FLIGHT AND THE ANGLE AND JUST LEAD THAT BIRD BY TEN
&3 FEET, YOU WOULD HAVE HAD HIM =~ AND A HELL OF A LOT MORE FUN TOO."

AT ONE TIME HE WAS STATION AGENT AT PALISADE, COLORADO., HAVING ALWAYS BEEN A
cRACK SHOT, HE ENLARGED HIS HUNTING SCOPE BY BECOMING A DEPUTY SHERIFF OF MESA
TH1S ACTIVITY BROUGHT MANY ADVENTURES AND A PAINFUL BULLET WOUND.

CoUuNTYe

| T WAS DURING THIS PERIOD THAT THE EVIDENCE OF HIS TALENT FOR WRITING EMERGED.
|T ORVGINATED FROM LETTERS HE WROTE BACK HOME WHICH WERE PUBLISHED IN A LOCAL PAPER.
SeFORE LEAVING PALISADE, HE FOUND TIME TO CORARESFOND FOR THE OLD NEW YORK WORLD AND
sevERAL NEW JERSEY PAPERS. RETURNING TO New JERSEY, HE WORKED FOR SEVERAL COMPANIES.
DuRING THE FIRST WORLD WAR HE SUPERVISED THE EXPERIMENTAL USE OF PAINTS BY THE
STANDARD AIRCRAFT Dcmpnwv, AFTER WHICH HE WENT WITH THE CARRIER ENGINEERING EﬂﬂP.,
WHERE HE REMA INED UNTIL HIS HRETIREMENT,

: FROM THAT TIME UNTIL HIS ODEATH, HE SPENT HIS WINTERS AT HIS HOME IN PLAINFIELD,
Neday AND HIS SUMMERS IN HIS ANCESTRAL HOME IN THE VALLEY. THIS WAS BuUILT IN 1747
AND 15 WORTHY OF NMENTIONe. THE LATH WERE HAND SPLIT, WITH INCH THICK PLASTER MADE OF
LIME, SAND, CLAY AND COW HAlR. THE FLOOR BOARDS ARE INCH AND A HALF O0AK. IN MAY OF
1940 WHILE MAKING SOME REPAIRS IN THE CEILING, HE DISCOVERED AN OLD AMERICAN FLAG

4" ay 7' MADE OF BUNTING CARRYING SEVEN RED AND 5iX WHITE STRIPES, A BLUE FIELD ON
WHICH ARE TWELVE SMALL STARS AND 4 LARGE WHITE STAR IN THE MIDDLE OF THE FIlELD.

e ey

THERE WERE CTHER FINDS TOO, NOW THAT HE HAD THE TIME TO LOOK ARGUND. AMONG HIG
FATHER'S PAPERS HE FOUND THE OGIGINAL COVENANT ENTERED INTO EY THE CONGREGATIONS OF
THE EVANGELIGAL REFCRMED CHURCH AND THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCHES OF DUTCH VALLEY,
NOW THE LONG VALLEYs. THESE FINDS MUST HAVE INTENSIFIED INTEREST IN HIS FOREBEARS
FOR, FROM THIS PERIOD ON, HIS LIFE WAS DEVOTED TO SEARCHING FOR INFORMATION REGARD |NG
HIS ANCESTORY AND WRITING THE HISTORY OF THE OLD DUTCH VALLEY. HE BECAME AN AUTHORITY
ON 1TS HISTORICAL ASPECTS AND MANY, MANY DESCENDANTS OF THE OLD SETTLERS CALLED OWN
HIM FOR INFORMATION AND TO CLEAR MOOT POINTS. HE WAB AN INDEFATIGABLE WORKER DURING
THIS ERA OF HIS LIFE. BESIDES THE BOOK OF VERSE ENTITLED "A PEEP AT OTHER FEoOPLE"

HE WROTE NUMEROUS ARTICLES FOR THE PLAINFIELD COURIER NEWS AND WAS MUCH IN DEMAND AS
A SPEAKER,

A B L L AL

FHEN IT WAS PROPOSED THAT HIS BELOVED VALLEY BE FNUNDATED FOR A HUGE RESERVOIR,
HE SUCCESSFULLY LED THE FIGHT ToO DEFEAT THE PROJECT. ON THE 200 ANNIVERSARY OF THE
FOUND ING OF THE Lowne VALLEY, HIS HISTORICAL RESEARCH PROVIDED THE MATERIAL FOR THE
PAGAENT WHICH WOUND DOWHN CVER THE RCAD FROM SCHOOLEY'S MOUNTAINs DESCENDENTS OF THE
i FnHL?'HET?LEns CAME FROM ALL OVER THE COUNTRY FOR THE DAY LONG CELEBRATION WHICH WAS
; CONGEIVED AND DIRECTED BY HIM. PAPERS SAID THAT "FEWT, IF ANY, LIKE IT WERE KNOWN
N THE ANNALS OF THE STATE",

IT MUST BE SAID THAT MHE NEVER LOST HIS LAVE FoOR SHOOT NG, His DAUGHTER TELLS
THE STORY OF AN IRATE NEIGHBOR CALLING TO COMPLAIN THAT HER HUSBANDE "LONE JOHNS",
"HILE BEING DRIED ON THE GLOTHES LINE, WERE RIDDLED BY SHOTE FROM AN AIR GUN AIMED
"ROM THE DUFFORD HOME. INVESTIGATION DEVELOPED THAT "GRAups " HAD A HAND IN THE
TARGE T PRACTICE == A5 AN INSTRUCTOR, OF COURSE HIS CESCENDENTS CAN WELL SAY OF HiM,
"His LIFE WAS GENTLE

; AND THE ELEMENTS WERE
5 e 50 MIXED IN HImM,

B ' THAT ONE CAN STAND
BEFORE THE WHOLE WORLD
AND SAY,
THERE WAS A MAN.Y

(a) Winder 1954




DONT FORGED

THE BIG ANNUAL MEETING
[ONG VALLEY LUTHERAN CHURCH

SATURDAY, JULY 31, 1954
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COFFEE, CAKE AND SO0DA MAY BE PURCHASED

PIAN THE PIIGRIMAGE NOW

T

DONT LET ANOTHER YEAR GO BY

Weater 1954




